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SPEAKERS INFORMATION IN ALPHBETICAL ORDER 

DR. SUSAN ALDRIDGE 

Dr. Susan Aldridge serves as senior vice president for Online Learning and president 

of Drexel University Online. Dr. Aldridge is responsible for building an administrative 

division that provides comprehensive services focused on the unique needs of online 

students and pursues new approaches to online curricula, teaching and student 

tracking that improve retention and learning outcomes. Drexel University is a 

premier private non-profit university offering high quality academic programs on 

campus and online. 

Dr. Susan Aldridge is a frequent keynote speaker at national and international 

conferences and a consultant to University presidents, government officials, and 

business leaders regarding strategic initiatives in challenging university environments, international 

education initiatives, strategies associated with developing distance education models, and 

retention/degree completion opportunities 

 

HRÓBJARTUR ÁRNASON 

Hróbjartur Árnason is  Assistant Professor for Adult & Continuing Education at the 

University of Iceland. Hróbjartur is a theologian from the University of Iceland and 

after working as researcher in Germany and Israel turned his attention to adult 

education. He has studied in France, Israel, Germany and in Iceland. His research 

and practical projects include the use of ICT in adult education, democratic and 

creative leaning methods, teacher training, education for senior citizens and 

evaluation of adult education projects both locally and for development cooperation. 

Hróbjartur has extensive experience of educating and training adult educators, both 

in informal settings as well as part of the Master's Program on adult education he 

leads at the University of Iceland. 

Hróbjartur is interested in all forms of adult learning, and has during the last years been involved in 

developing various ways for supporting adult learning through technology, coaching and training. In his 

course on Instructional Design at the University he has been experimenting with inspiration from 

unexpected areas such as business with interesting results. 

 

ROY CLARIANA 

Roy Clariana is a tenured professor and faculty member in the Department of Learning 

and Performance Systems at the Pennsylvania State University. Dr. Clariana has been 

involved in AI applications in learning for nearly two decades. In 1998 (recall that 

Google started about 1998), working with Jostens Learning Corporation and Aptex 

Software, Inc. in San Diego, CA, he was the lead developer for the AI tool suite 

Resources Miner and Lesson Planner, intelligent search tools for teachers and 

curriculum coordinators tied to a large proprietary database of curriculum materials 

(see: http://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED418949.pdf). In 2004 at Penn State, he 

developed the ALA-Reader tool for analyzing students essays using natural language 

analysis approaches. He is a prolific researcher and currently he teaches the popular online graduate 

course LDT 832 Designing e-learning Within Course Management Systems (see: 

http://bulletins.psu.edu/graduate/courses/L/LDT/832/201415SP). 
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